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Updated Response to the Coronavirus (COVID-19) situation today:

Due to the new crowd restrictions, Bishop Dr. Albert Wong has asked all Chinese Methodist
churches to worship online. So Camberwell Methodist Church will not conduct public
worship (8:30am Chinese Service, 11:00 am Chinese and English Service, 2:30 Wyndham
Preaching Point, 4:00pm Church on the Corner) starting from this Sunday 22" March 2020
until further notice. We encourage all members to join us online on Sunday and worship
with us at home. Only worship team (Liturgist, pianist, singspiration team, and media team)
and pastors needed to be present in the church building to facilitate the whole worship
service. There will be no fellowship and small group gathering at church or at home until
further notice. We encourage all fellowships and small groups meet online. Prayer meeting
will also be conducted through live streaming only.

For Camberwell Methodist Church Worship Services, this is our Facebook Link to our live
Stream: https://www.facebook.com/groups/209343070313026/

For Wyndham Preaching Point, please check with your pastor and face book page.
For Church on the Corner, please check with your pastor and face book page.

Please check with our websites for the most updated news or church leaders, fellowship
chairpersons and pastors. You can check it out at www.cmca-camberwell.org.au (Chinese)
and www.camberwellmethodistchurch.org.au (English);

May the LORD our God have mercy on us, as we seek to walk with Him! May the LORD our
God shine His face upon us, and lead us forward!

In Christ,
Rev. Elijah Chew
Minister in-Charge

Ps | also attached the appendix from Commission of Worship and music. Please read the
document. Please see below!
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Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

In view of current development of COVID-19 in Australia, CMCA responded to stricter
guidelines imposed by Government which was announced by Prime Minister Scott Morrison
today (20th March 2020) by announcing a few measure and guidelines to be followed by all.
Among them, all CMCA Church Members are urged to restrict mobilisation and stay home
to participate the worship service from online services set up by respective churches. This is
to commence from this coming Sunday (22/3/2020) until further notice. During the period,
only the essential persons serving in Worship (Worship leader, Pianist, Worship team, PA &
Multimedia team) and the preacher are required to be in the church to facilitate the service.
Many of us could be new to the idea of “attending” Sunday services online. | believe this will
trigger a new wave of further theological thought and reflection among our congregation. In
the meantime, District South Commission on Worship and Music would like to take initiative
to suggest some etiquette to be adhered to while “attending” the online Sunday service at
home:

e Be prepared. Please be punctual and gather your family members and friends
together prior to the planned time of streaming of online service. If this is the first
time you use such online service, please allow more time for you to be familiar with
the operations. Spend a moment before the commencement of online service to
prepare your heart for the Sunday service. If you have children around with you
please take a moment to explain the reason and purpose of Sunday Worship to them.

e Be respectful. Online service should be attended with the same attitude with
physical service which we attend every week. The dress code expected when the
congregation attending the online service would be similar to what you would wear
for normal Sunday services. Despite In the comfort of home, we specially advised no
Pyjamas to be worn when “attending” the online services. Throughout the service
we also advised no food and drinks, no walk around unnecessarily, no chic-chatting,
no other disruptive activities such as house chores and internet activities. Remember
worship time is the time dedicated to God.

e Be accountable. We encourage brothers and sisters to be accountable for each
other in the church community by checking up each other and support each other
through works and prayers after the Sunday service.

e Be faithful. All things come of Thee, O Lord, and of Thine own have we given Thee.
We encouraged brothers and sisters to continue be faithful in tithe and offering in
this period. If your church has set up online bank transfer or online offering, please
make full use of the facilities to fulfill your obligation in tithe and offering. If your
church does not have such online facilities, please put aside your offering in a sealed
envelope with marked date and purpose of offering , so you can bring it to church
the next time you come to church.

In this unprecedented time, let us continue to find ways to strengthen our faith and support
each other through prayers. Please continue to pray for our Bishop, Pastors and Church
leaders for wisdom and courage. Many of them (if not all) have not pastored a church
through a pandemic before and this is the time when prayers matter even more.

Commission on Worship and Music
District South
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