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Theme
The Word was made flesh for me.

Family Conversation Starter
Discuss how you would have planned the announcement of Jesus’ birth.
Asking for Grace

Lord, give me deep joy in your humanity, that | might love
you more and follow you more closely.

Song What Child Is This? By wiliam Chatterton Dix (1837-1898)

g
In 1865, William was 29 years old when he suffered from a near-fatal bout of sickness. He was
dfflicted with severe depression, and this near-death experience changed him completely. While
undergoing recovery, he experienced a spiritual awakening that inspired him to start crafting hymns.
He became an avid reader of the Bible and subsequently, he wrote the lyrics of “What Child Is

This?” The lyrics pose questions that reflect what the shepherds might be pondering about during
the encounter and subsequently offers a response to such questions.

| What Child is this who laid to rest
On Mary's lap is sleeping

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet
While shepherds watch are keeping

This this is Christ the King
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing

Haste haste to bring Him laud
The Babe the Son of Mary




2 Why lies He in such mean estate
Where ox and ass are feeding

Good Christian fear for sinners here
P The silent Word is pleading

This this is Christ the King

Whom shepherds guard and angels sing

Haste haste to bring Him laud
The Babe the Son of Mary

3 So bring Him incense gold and myrrh
Come rich and poor to own Him

The King of kings salvation brings

Let loving hearts enthrone Him

This this is Christ the King
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing

g
Haste haste to bring Him laud
The Babe the Son of Mary
Bible Passage

Luke 2:1-20
The Birth of Jesus Christ

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the
world should be registered. * This was the first registration when
Quirinius was governor of Syria. > And all went to be registered, each
to his own town. * And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the
town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is
called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of
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David, ° to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with
child. ® And while they were there, the time came for her to give
birth. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in
P swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no place
for them in the inn.

The Shepherds and the Angels

® And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping
watch over their flock by night. > And an angel of the Lord appeared to
them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were
filled with great fear. '° And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for
behold, | bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the
people. ' For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior,
who is Christ the Lord. '* And this will be a sign for you: you will find a
baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” '* And
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host
praising God and saying,

'““Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”

'>When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds
said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing
that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” '° And they
went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a
manger. '” And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had
been told them concerning this child. '® And all who heard it wondered
at what the shepherds told them. ' But Mary treasured up all these
things, pondering them in her heart. *° And the shepherds
returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as
it had been told them.
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Reflection

|. Jesus was born under the law. What does it mean to you for
Jesus to have such a humble beginning and yet be the creator of
the whole universe!?

2. Read Revelation I:13-18. What are the differences between these
two images of Jesus!?

3. Jesus went from a throne in heaven to a manger in a stable. How
does this single act demonstrate how much God loves each and
every one of us?

Prayer
Heavenly Father, thank You that | have peace with God, and as
Your born-again child, that | have received Your goodwill and
grace, not only in this age but in the ages to come. Thank You that
because | am positioned in Christ and clothed in His righteousness,
| am identified with Him, have found favour in Your sight, and the
peace of God in my heart. | know that without Jesus there is
nothing | could have done to warrant peace with You, for |
acknowledge that | am a sinner, deserving of death - but glory to
God in the highest, that peace has been granted to men with
whom You are pleased. Praise Your holy name that both peace
with God and the peace of God, is available to who place their
faith in the only begotten Son of God, in Whose name | pray,
AMEN.

(prayer.knowing-jesus.com)
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